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Abbreviations and conventions
The following notations may be used:
NEC/nec
..
na
nfp
$m
$b

not elsewhere classified
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not for publication
$ million
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USER GUIDE
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USER GUIDE
The purpose of the Portfolio Additional Estimates Statements (PAES), like that of the
Portfolio Budget Statements (PB Statements), is to inform Senators and Members of
Parliament of the proposed allocation of resources to Government outcomes by entities
within the portfolio. The focus of the PAES differs from the PB Statements in one
important aspect. While the PAES include an Entity Resource Statement to inform
Parliament of the revised estimate of the total resources available to an entity, the focus
of the PAES is on explaining the changes in resourcing by outcome(s) since the Budget.
As such, the PAES provides information on new measures and their impact on the
financial and/or non-financial planned performance of programmes supporting those
outcomes.
The PAES facilitate understanding of the proposed appropriations in Appropriation
Bills (Nos. 3 and 4) 2014-15. In this sense the PAES is declared by the Additional
Estimates Appropriation Bills to be a ‘relevant document’ to the interpretation of the
Bills according to section 15AB of the Acts Interpretation Act 1901.
Whereas the Mid-Year Economic and Fiscal Outlook (MYEFO) 2014-15 is a mid-year
budget report which provides updated information to allow the assessment of the
Government’s fiscal performance against its fiscal strategy, the PAES update the most
recent budget appropriations for entities within the portfolio.
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Structure of the Portfolio Additional Estimates Statements
The PAES are presented in three parts with subsections.
User Guide
Provides a brief introduction explaining the purpose of the PAES.
Portfolio Overview
Provides an overview of the portfolio, including a chart that outlines the outcomes
for entities in the portfolio.
Entity Additional Estimates Statements
A statement (under the name of the entity) for each entity affected by Additional
Estimates.
Section 1: Entity
Overview and Resources

This section details the total resources available to an entity, the
impact of any measures since Budget, and impact on
Appropriation Bills Nos. 3 and 4.

Section 2: Revisions to
Resources and Planned
Performance

This section details changes to Government resources and/or
changes to the planned performance of entity programmes.

Section 3: Explanatory
Tables and Budgeted
Financial Statements

This section contains updated explanatory tables on special
account flows and staffing levels and revisions to the budgeted
financial statements.

Glossary

Explains key terms relevant to the Portfolio.

Acronyms

Alphabetical guide to acronyms that may be used in the
Statements
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PORTFOLIO OVERVIEW

Portfolio Overview

COMMUNICATIONS PORTFOLIO OVERVIEW
Minister and Portfolio Responsibilities
The Communications Portfolio includes the following agencies:
x Department of Communications
x

Australia Post

x

Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC)

x

Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA)

x

NBN Co Limited (NBN Co)

x

Special Broadcasting Service Corporation (SBS)

x

Telecommunications Universal Service Management Agency (TUSMA).

A full outline of the Communications Portfolio overview can be found in the 2014-15
Portfolio Budget Statements (PB Statements).
Additional estimates and variations are being sought for the Department and the
ACMA. A summary of the changes arising through the 2014-15 Additional Estimates
follows for the Portfolio. Details relating to new measures are contained within the
relevant agency chapter.
The Department is seeking an increase in funding of $3.4 million through
Appropriation Bill (No. 3) and $5.8 million through Appropriation Bill (No. 4).
The ACMA is seeking an increase in funding of $4.0 million through Appropriation
Bill (No. 3) and $0.2 million through Appropriation Bill (No. 4).
A summary of the Portfolio structure is at Figure 1. Further detail about the
responsibilities of each agency appears in individual agency chapters of the
2014-15 Communications PB Statements.
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Figure 1: Communications Portfolio Structure and Outcomes
Minister for Communications
The Hon Malcolm Turnbull MP
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Communications
The Hon Paul Fletcher MP
Department of Communications
Portfolio Secretary: Drew Clarke
Outcome 1: Promote an innovative and competitive communications sector, through policy
development, advice and program delivery, so all Australians can realise the full potential of
digital technologies and communications services
Australian Broadcasting Corporation
Managing Director: Mark Scott
Outcome 1:

Informed, educated and entertained audiences – throughout Australia and

overseas - through innovative and comprehensive media and related services
Outcome 2: Audience access to ABC satellite and analog terrestrial radio and television
transmission services is, at a minimum, maintained year-on-year through the management of
Transmission Service Agreements
Outcome 3: Audience access to ABC digital television services is provided, in accordance with
Government approved implementation policy, through the rollout and maintenance of the
associated distribution and transmission infrastructure
Outcome 4: Audience access to ABC digital radio services is provided, in accordance with
Government approved implementation policy, through the rollout and maintenance of the
associated distribution and transmission infrastructure
Australian Communications and Media Authority
Chair and Chief Executive Officer: Chris Chapman
Outcome 1: A communications and media environment that balances the needs of the industry
and the Australian community through regulation, education and advice
Special Broadcasting Service Corporation
Managing Director: Michael Ebeid
Outcome 1: Provide multilingual and multicultural services that inform, educate and entertain
all Australians and in so doing reflect Australia's multicultural society
Telecommunications Universal Service Management Authority
Chief Executive Officer: Kathleen Silleri
Outcome

1:

Support

the

delivery

of

universal

service

and

other

public

interest

telecommunications services for all Australians in accordance with Government policy, including
through the management of telecommunications services agreements and grants
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Portfolio Resources
Table 1 shows for those entities reporting in the PAES the additional resources
provided to the portfolio in the 2014-15 budget year, by entity.
Table 1: Portfolio Resources 2014-15
Bill No. 3

Appropriation
Bill No. 4

Special

Receipts

Total

$m

$m

$m

$m

$m

Department of Communications
Departmental appropriations
Total:

3.4
3.4

5.8
5.8

–
–

–
–

9.2
9.2

Australian Communications and
Media Authority
Departmental appropriations
Total:

4.0
4.0

0.2
0.2

–
–

–
–

4.3
4.3

Portfolio total

7.4

6.0

–

–

13.4

Resources available within portfolio

13.4
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